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Thousands of visitors ventured to the premiere Fish Festival
(Prague, October 5th 2008) – First weekend in October on Střelecký Island belonged to fish and gastronomy enthusiasts. From October 4th to the 5th there was a Fish Festival here, which exclusively accompanied third season of the international fly fishing competition the Orvis Cup 2008. And it already knows its winner. Top place in this competition was again defended by the Czechs – the absolute winner became competitor wearing number 32 A, David Říha from České Budějovice.
A full program of the Fish Festival and Orvis Cup 2008 attracted over five thousand visitors to the very heart of Europe.

“We are of course very happy. We wanted to organize an event, which with its schedule addressed not only passionate fishermen, but mainly the wider public. Beautiful environment around the Vltava riverbank and the sunny weather in the end have also contributed,” says Petr Benáčan, business director of Taiko and the organizer of the Fish Festival.
Fish festival offered its participants a series of attractions, which are linked to the topic of fish, fishing and gastronomy. A great success – even among the amateurs – was enjoyed by the fly fishing school by the five time world champion in fishing techniques, Karel Světelský. “It was fantastic that I was able to tryout on my own various tricks in fly fishing technicques under the supervision of such a master as Mr. Světelský. On top of that I was excited with the entire atmosphere, which presides here on the Střelecký Island for a second day already,” says Jaroslav Karel from Ústí nad Labem, a Fish Festival visitor.
Great popularity among the attendees was also enjoyed by the meeting and an autograph session with the record holder and internationally renowned fisherman Jakub Vágner. Connoisseurs enjoyed themselves during the chef show with Ivan Vodochodský, who demonstrated for them that to prepare a delicious fish feast is not a problem. A great applause awarded the energetic performance by Laura a Její Tygři.
An interesting program awaited even the smallest of visitors. Besides the parade of masks, which headed over the bridge Most Legií and into the surroundings of Střelecký Island, the children together painted a picture depicting the world of Vltava. “The painting was created under the hands of several dozens of young artists and now will move to the children ward at the Motol Faculty Hospital in Prague. We wanted to at least improve the mood for all children, who maybe wanted to be here, but could not”, explains Zbyněk Jurkovský, Fish Festival organizer. 
Third season of the Orvis Cup 2008 was again ruled by the Czechs
An attractive competition in trout catching on an artificial fly Orvis Cup 2008 saw the participation of a hundred competitors. As a result competitors fro, Slovakia, Germany, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ireland, Poland and Romania traveled to the downtown area of Czech metropolis. The overall winner of the race became last year’s bronze medalist David Říha from České Budějovice, who was awarded a fishing rod Hélios 905-4 MID and other prizes totaling a value of 27 thousand Crowns.
“I fly fish for a good number of years now. I consider the Orvis Cup to be an attractive competition, this is why I am pleased that I stood up on the stand for the absolute winner. It is certainly about luck and this year I had plenty” discloses his immediate feelings David Říha, the brand new winner of the third season of the fly fishing competition the Orvis Cup 2008. Second place was taken by Pavel Kudrna and third place went to this year’s European Champion Luboš Roza.

Third season of the Orvis Cup also saw the participation by women. The best fly fisherwoman was Eva Dolenská, who finished in 35th place. Youngest race participant was 11 years of age; the oldest on the contrary celebrated his 81st birthday already. 

During the competition the decisive factor was the placement in individual rounds. If there was a tie, pivotal role was played by the sum of the fish length. Fishing was performed in three sectors, i.e. upper, lower weir and the area between these sections. “This year we adapted everything so that there is no cheating during the race. The competitors have taken turns in all three competition sectors. No one thus could not hold an advantage, everything was in compliance with rules of fair play. The course of the race itself was fully satisfactory as far as I am concerned,” Adds Jiří Voráček, the guarantor and the author of the idea for the Orvis Cup 2008 competition.
Out of the total of ten thousand trout the fly fishermen have caught a total of 960. The sum of their length reached an unbelievable 313 924 millimeters.

For more detailed information look at www.fishfestival.cz.
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